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1.0 OVERVIEW OF COMMUNITY RELATIONS PLAN UPDATE

This Community Relations Plan (CRP) Update was developed for the Peterson/Puritan, Inc.
Superfund Site (Site) in Cumberland and Lincoln, Rhode Island, with emphasis on the current
and future site work underway at Operable Unit 2 of the Site (including the J. M. Mills Landfill
and surrounding parcels south to Pratt Dam). In preparing this update, the issues and concerns
expressed by local officials and citizens were compiled and an overview of these issues and
concerns was prepared for the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) Region I, Boston,
Massachusetts. This overview is intended to provide EPA personnel with recommended
methods for providing the community with accurate and timely information regarding the

continuing Superfund process at the Peterson/Puritan, Inc. Site.

This CRP Update has been prepared to assist EPA in developing a Community Relations
Program that will address concerns and key issues raised by the community in an appropriate and
timely manner and ensure that, as the Superfund process progresses, the information provided to

the community is factual and applicable. The plan is divided into the following sections:

. Site Description

. Community Background

. Objectives of the Community Relations Program
. Community Relations Activities

Other information including mailing lists of concerned citizens; federal, state and local officials;
locations of information repositories; and locations for public meetings are included as
appendices to this plan. The information contained within this CRP Update is based on
information from the initial CRP (1988), articles in local newspapers, and public meetings, as

well as recent web site reviews and EPA discussions with local and state officials.
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The EPA Region | Office of Site Remediation and Restoration has lead responsibility, with State

oversight, for the Peterson/Puritan, Inc. Site. Contacts for site information include:

. David J. Newton, EPA Remedial Project Manager,

. Sarah White, EPA Region | Superfund Community Relations Coordinator,

. Louis Maccarone, State Project Manager, RIDEM, Office of Waste Management, and
. Gail Mastrati, Communications Director, RIDEM.

(See Appendix A for telephone other pertinent contact information)
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20 SITE DESCRIPTION

The site location and site history are described in the following subsections.

2.1 Site Location

The Peterson/Puritan, Inc. Superfund Site is located in the Blackstone River Valley in the towns
of Lincoln and Cumberland, Rhode Island. A Site Location Map is provided as Figure 2-1. The
Site is approximately two miles long and extends 2,000 feet to the east and west of the

Blackstone River.

The Peterson/Puritan, Inc. Superfund Site includes an industrial park (encompassing the
Peterson/Puritan, Inc. plant, Lonza, Inc., and other industrial facilities); the J.M. Mills Landfill;
an inactive solid waste transfer station; a sand and gravel quarry; the Blackstone River State
Park; impacted municipal water supply wells; and some undeveloped land including floodplains
and wetlands along the Blackstone River. Operable Unit 1 (OU#1) encompasses the industrial
park. OU#2 is downstream from OU#1 and includes the landfill, the transfer station, debris
fields, the wetlands, an unnamed island, and the river down to the Pratt Dam. In addition, the
Mackland Farm/Kelly House Property (also known as the Blackstone River State Park and
Visitor Center) is located on the west side of the Blackstone River, upstream of OU #1 and is
under consideration for additional investigations and potential future response actions under
State authority. Lastly, the Ashton Mill Property recently underwent private party investigations
and it was determined by EPA to be no longer a part of the Superfund Site. Cleanup of this
parcel is now being addressed by the State of Rhode Island’s Brownfield Program. The northern

boundary of this portion of the Site is the Ashton Dam. A Site Plan is provided as Figure 2-2.
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Figure 2-2.
Peterson/Puritan, Inc.
Superfund Site

Study Area Ashton
Dam

Mackland Farm/

Kelly House Ashton
Property Mill *
Potential
Blackstone OU #3
River
(Flow N --> S)

Pacific Anchor
Chemical Facility

(Former) (PAC)
Martin St.
Municipal Well (Former) Peterson/
Puritan Facility (CCL)
Blackstone
Canal
¥ OU #1
LINCOLN
Quinnville
Municipal
Wellfield
OuU #2
J.M. Mills
Landfill
Lenox St.
Municipal
Well
Pratt
Dam
Unnamed
Island

Produced By The EPA New England GIS Center
17-Oct-2001, last updated 25-Sept-2002

2 ) 0 500 1,000 2,000 3,000 4,000 Study area boundaries are approximate
7 [ —— N and are for presentation purposes only.

New England * Currently being addressed under State Brownfields Program.




2.2 Site History

This subsection includes the site description, environmental history, and enforcement history. A
table chronologically summarizing the environmental and enforcement histories is provided in

section 2.2.3.
2.2.1 Site Description

The Peterson/Puritan, Inc. Site study area occupies 500 acres and runs approximately two miles
in a generally north to south direction and 2,000 feet to the east and west of the Blackstone River
channel. The Ashton Dam and the Pratt Dam are located at the northern and southern boundaries
of the Site, respectively. In general, the northeast portion of the Site sits at a higher elevation.
Groundwater generally flows towards the Blackstone River in the southwest direction.

Approximately two- thirds of the Site is located in the 100-year flood plain.

The Site contains over 40 separate parcels owned by private parties and by local and state
governments. The current uses include an industrial park, commercial/office buildings, a ball
field, a state park, and a bike path. The Site is also interdispersed with wetlands and other open

Space areas.

Other significant features include the historic Blackstone Canal (see Figure 2-2) which runs
parallel to the river and extends over the lower two thirds of the Site. An active segment of the

Providence & Worcester Railroad is also located on the Site.

Land uses surrounding the Site comprise a mixture of industrial, commercial, residential and
recreational. Areas immediately to the north and west of the Site are predominately residential.
To the east of the Site is commercial/residential land and to the south is predominately

commercial areas. There are over 1,000 residences within a one-mile radius of the Site, with the
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nearest residences located within one quarter mile. A total of 12,000 people reside within a

4-mile radius of the Site.

The Site is situated on one of the state of Rhode Island’s most productive aquifers. The current
groundwater classification at the Site is “GAA-NA.” The “GAA” classification, as designated by
the Rhode Island Department of Environmental Management Rules and Regulations for
Groundwater Quality, September 1, 1996, is defined as “groundwater resources which the
Director has designated to be suitable for public drinking water use without treatment.” The
“NA” classification is defined as “areas that have pollutant concentrations greater than the
groundwater quality standards for the applicable classification.” The groundwater at and around

the Site remains a valuable drinking water resource that will need to be restored and protected.

The Blackstone Valley aquifer is currently providing drinking water for the towns of Cumberland
and Lincoln from the Manville and Lonsdale well fields. The Manville wells #1 and #2 provide
water to approximately 12,000 Cumberland residents. Manville wells #3, #5, and #10 have been
temporarily taken out of service due to various contaminants at levelsabove drinking water
standards. Lonsdale well #4 contributes water to service the town of Lincoln. The river is a
Class B stream throughout the Site which sets a goal of “fishable and swimmable,” and the state
of Rhode Island has an overall objective to “restore impaired sections of the Blackstone River
and its tributaries” [Source: Blackstone River Action Plan, Rhode Island Department of
Environmental Management (RIDEM), September 2001].

The Blackstone River is a federally-designated “American Heritage River.” The American
Heritage Rivers initiative was established by executive order on September 11, 1997 to protect
and restore rivers and their adjacent communities. The executive order called for the preparation
and implementation of plans to achieve these goals. The action plan subsequently created for the
Blackstone River includes four principal elements: environmental restoration and land-use
planning, recreational development, historic preservation and cultural conservation & economic

development, and interpretation and education. The American Heritage Rivers initiative is
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intended to coordinate activities and resources of various federal agencies with state and local

governments, tribal communities and other non-governmental entities.

The Blackstone River, and nearly 400,000 surrounding acres in central Massachusetts and
northern Rhode Island, make up the Blackstone River Valley National Heritage Corridor. The
Heritage Corridor was designated by an Act of Congress in 1986 to “...preserve and interpret for
present and future generations the unique and significant value of the Blackstone Valley.” The
Heritage Corridor is a collaboration of the National Park Service, Massachusetts and Rhode
Island state governments, dozens of local communities, businesses, non-profit historical and
environmental organizations, educational institutions, and many private citizens. The
Blackstone River Valley Heritage Commission serves as the unifying convener for the
Blackstone River Steering Committee. Among the many diverse projects initiated under the
Heritage Corridor umbrella is the Blackstone River Canal in Lincoln, RI and the Blackstone

River Bikeway.

Because the Site occupies a key location along the Blackstone River, it is integrally-linked to
both initiatives. Groundbreaking for the Blackstone River bikeway took place on November 3,
1997. Once completed, it will cover 17.1 miles and extend from the city of Pawtucket to the
Massachusetts border. The bikeway now runs along the entire length of the Site An important
feature along the bikeway will be the historic Blackstone Canal and an interpretative museum
located in the Kelly House, circa 1830. The proposed construction of new pedestrian bridges
will carry bikeway users over the canal and over four river crossings. The bikeway will provide
important recreation and open space for the surrounding communities and enhance local
businesses, residential areas, and existing parklands. It is expected that approximately one-
quarter million people will use the bikeway each year. Completion is planned for October 2002
[Source: National Park Service fact sheet “Blackstone River Valley - National Heritage

Corridor™].
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Another project is the Blackstone River Canoe Trail. Within the Site, the canoe trail consists of a
three-mile section of a forty-mile long established water course incorporating the Blackstone
River in Massachusetts and Rhode Island. Along the length of the Site, the River and the Canal
are seen as a connecting route that would allow for round trip water passage once portage sites

are established.

As with other municipalities, the town of Cumberland is beginning to assess its storm water
discharges to the Blackstone River to meet compliance the Clean Water Act, Section 319, Phase
Il regulations with potentially-significant implications to the Site such as helping to improve
water quality in the Blackstone River by reducing sediment, contaminant, and nutrient flows to
the river. One area considered for further evaluation may be the Martin St. location in close
proximity to or within the OU#1 contaminated water plume. Besides the environmental
improvement expected to be obtained, this project may also potentially enhance the reuse of the
Site by addressing present and future storm water run-off concerns that could otherwise limit
future use. This is especially important since the area covered by OU#1 includes commercial and

industrial businesses as well as recreational use along, and in, the river.

RIDEM has initiated planning efforts for a comprehensive total maximum daily load (TMDL)
study to investigate discharges to the Blackstone River. In addition, plans are also currently
underway to determine the feasibility of restoring anadromous fish species runs and habitat

throughout the course of the Blackstone River.

A number of the site-related activities previously described are all contributing to the
achievement of the Heritage Corridor and Heritage River project goals. In addition to these
projects, EPA has also undertaken certain Site-related efforts to support such goals. EPA
successfully negotiated (July 13, 2001) a unique provision as part of the Second Amendment to
the Administrative Order on Consent (AOC) for OU#2, which creates an opportunity for a
“Environmental Improvement Project” (EIP). In the case of a future enforcement action

requiring the payment of a substantial penalty for failure to comply with the AOC, this EIP
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provision would direct a portion of the funds obtained from these actions to be used for projects

benefitting the Blackstone River and environs.

2.2.2 Environmental History

For remediation purposes, the Site is currently divided into two operable units (OUs), however,
EPA may possibly designate a third (see Figures 2-1 and 2-2). OU#1 is located in the central
area and includes the Cumberland Industrial Park, the Martin Street ball field, and a portion of
the town of Lincoln’s Quinnville Wellfield. OU#2 is located immediately south of OU#1 and
contains the J.M. Mills Landfill, a former sand and gravel operations, an unnamed island, the
southern extent of the Quinnville Wellfield, and various undeveloped areas. A potential third
operable unit (OU#3), also known as Mackland Farms, would encompass the northern-most
portion of the Site. This area includes the former Owens Corning Mill and the Blackstone River
State Park.

Operable Unit 1: Two major source areas of contamination have been identified in OU#1: the
Pacific Anchor Co. leachfields and a tank spill at the former Peterson/Puritan, Inc. facility

(currently CCL Custom Manufacturing, Inc.).

The Peterson/Puritan, Inc. plant was built in 1959 as a packager of aerosol consumer products. A
rail car incident occurred on the facility’s property in 1974, resulting in a product tank spill that
released an estimated 6,000 gallons of solvent. In 1976, following a major fire, the plant was

rebuilt and remains in operation.

In 1979, volatile organic contaminants were detected in area wells during statewide sampling.
Due to contamination, the Martin Street and Lennox Street wells in the town of Cumberland and
the Quinnville Wellfield in the town of Lincoln were closed in 1979 and remain out of service.
Attempts to flush contaminants from Lincoln’s three wells were abandoned after repeated efforts
to remove the contaminants from the aquifer failed. The town of Lincoln has since been

connected to an alternate water supply (through a third party settlement), while the town of
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Cumberland absorbed the loss of its wells by increasing production from remaining town water
supplies. The Site includes the extent of contamination that has impacted wellfields in
Cumberland and Lincoln. The Peterson/Puritan spill was identified as a primary source of
contamination impacting the Quinnville Wellfield and the Martin Street Well. The source of the

Lennox Street well contamination is still under investigation.

The potentially responsible parties (PRPs) completed the investigation of the OU#1
contamination under EPA and state oversight in 1993. The groundwater was determined to be
contaminated with chlorinated solvents; volatile organic compounds (VOCs) including 1,2
dichroroethene, trichoroethene, acetone, and benzene; phthalates; and heavy metals such as
arsenic. Later in that year, after evaluating cleanup alternatives, EPA selected final cleanup
remedies to address the primary sources of contamination at two areas; the CCL Custom
Manufacturing, Inc,. (CCL)-area and the Pacific Anchor Company (PAC)-area. The remedy for
the CCL-area included soil vapor extraction technology to clean soils surrounding a tank farm,
pumping and treating a contaminated groundwater plume emanating from the tank farm, and
pumping groundwater downgradient from the tank farm to the local sewer system. For the
PAC-area, the leach fields were excavated and in-place oxidation was chosen to reduce arsenic
concentrations in groundwater. All design activities were completed as of May 1996. Phased
construction of the selected remedies began in the fall of 1995 and were completed in

January 1997. The EPA also requires monitoring of contaminant levels in groundwater to ensure

that each of the cleanup efforts is effective.

After the start-up period, all remediation systems have been operating as designed since

July 1997. However, the in-place oxidation system, which was designed to reduce arsenic
concentrations in the PAC area, has not been achieving the desired arsenic reductions. The
system is currently off-line while EPA determines whether the arsenic plume is stable and
contained within the PAC area over several groundwater monitoring rounds. Current data
indicates that it is. Further review of the situation is underway. Operation and maintenance of

the other remedial systems (located within the CCL -Area) will continue until the EPA
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determines that containment concentrations are within EPA acceptable risk range. The estimated
time frame for this is between 4 and 12 years. A mandatory five-year review process to ensure
protectiveness was begun in 2001 and completed with a final report published in September
2002.

Easements and covenants are in the process of being placed on 14 properties within OU#1 by the
Settling Defendants to ensure that the remedy is not compromised by future activity. These
institutional controls have been structured to protect the OU#1 remedy and protect people from

contaminated groundwater, while minimizing adverse impacts on existing and future businesses.

Operable Unit 2: The OU 2 portion of the Site, which contains the J.M. Mills Landfill, is
surrounded by industrial, residential and semi-rural properties. Bordering OU 2 to the north is
the Hope Global company, located at 88 Martin Street, Cumberland. Hope Global is part of the
OU 1 area of the Site. To the south of OU 2 is the Stop and Shop Market (and strip mall) on
Mendon Road, Cumberland (Route 122). The eastern boundary of OU 2 includes a portion of
the Mackland Sand and Gravel operations and wetlands formerly known locally as the New

River. Finally, the western boundary of OU 2 is the Blackstone River.

OU 2 contains many different parcels. EPA believes that the most contaminated parcel is the
privately owned approximately 36 acre J. M. Mills Landfill (excluding the wetland north of the
adjacent railroad tracks) which accepted mixed municipal and industrial waste from 1954
through 1986. Adjacent to the J.M. Mills Landfill is a privately owned approximately 30 acre
unnamed island located in the Blackstone River. EPA recently discovered solid wastes disposed
on this island and believes that the island’s soils were used to provide daily cover materials for
the landfill and, perhaps, was even used as an additional disposal location during the time in
which the landfill was operating. Down river from the unnamed island is the Pratt Dam, which
provides an access point to the island. The Site also includes the approximately 24-acre Lincoln
Quinnville Wellfield and the Cumberland Lenox Street municipal well. These wells were used

by the towns of Lincoln and Cumberland as a municipal water supply until 1979 when they were
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closed by the Rhode Island Department of Health due to the presence of volatile organic
contaminants found in the water. A section of the Providence and Worcester Railroad line runs
through OU 2 and forms the eastern extent of the landfill slope while the river forms the
landfill’s western boundary. A former privately owned transfer station arranged for waste to be
disposed of at the J.M. Mills Landfill. This transfer station was located on the southern portion
of the Site. Other areas of OU 2 include portions of the Blackstone River and an adjacent canal,

the Blackstone River Bikeway and a privately owned sand and gravel operation.

Preliminary samples taken from OU 2 indicate the presence of volatile organic contaminants
(including, but not limited to, trichloroethylene, freon 11, 1,2-dichloroethene, 1,1,1-
trichloroethane, benzene) and also chromium, nickel and lead in the groundwater. Contaminants
found in the soil and sediment include benzo(a)pyrene, chrysene, indeno(1,2,3+cd)pyrene, bis(2-
ethylhexyl)phthalate, aroclors and asbestos insulation/transite. In addition, preliminary sampling
of the soils along the river have been found to be contaminated with polychlorinated biphenyls,

polyaromatic hydrocarbons and heavy metals.

EPA included the Peterson/Puritan, Inc. Site on the Superfund National Priorities List on
September 8, 1983. EPA conducted a removal action on the OU 2 area in 1992 to construct a
fence around the former J. M. Mills Landfill and to remove drums containing contaminated
materials from the base of the landfill. In November 1997, a second removal action was
conducted at the J.M. Mills Landfill to address recently disposed asbestos-containing wastes
found outside of the fenced-in area. The security fence was extended to limit further dumping

and restrict access to the OU 2 portion of the Site.

An investigation into the nature and extent of contamination at the J.M. Mills Landfill and
surrounding areas is currently underway. This remedial investigation/feasibility study (RI/FS)
initiated in January 2001 with the signing of the Administrative Order by Consent, work plans
are being drafted, and field work is planned for the Spring of 2003. Following the completion of

this study, a final cleanup remedy will be selected by late spring 2003. The remedial design (RD)
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will be completed and the remedial action (RA) is scheduled to start in late summer 2004.

Construction of the selected remedy is anticipated to be completed by late spring 2005.

Potential Operable Unit 3: Groundwater contamination north and across the river from OU#1
has led to the consideration of a third operable unit. This groundwater contamination appears to
be unrelated to OU#1. This area was identified during OU#1 investigations as also having

groundwater contaminated with chlorinated solvents and volatile organic compounds; the source

of which has not been determined.

On the Lincoln side of the Blackstone River is the Blackstone River State Park, historic Kelly
House and associated bottom land (also known as Mackland Farms). To the east in Cumberland
is an old mill complex which was vacated by Owens-Corning in 1984. A site investigation has
recently been conducted on the former Owens Corning property. A Site Investigation Report
(SIR) was submitted to RIDEM on January 24, 2002, and an SIR Addendum providing
supplemental information was submitted on June 5, 2002. This report and addendum is available

for public review at RIDEM Office of Waste Management.

Further investigation into the nature and extent of the groundwater contamination associated with
this portion of the Site was conducted by EPA in June 2002. Groundwater, surface water,
sediment and surface soil samples were collected within this area. Analytical results from this
sampling round have been recently compiled. In addition, Owens Corning conducted a field
investigation in June 2002 in the vicinity of the Kelly House. These reports and findings are also
part of the public record. The source of the ground water contamination found at the Mackland
Farm/Kelly House property remains unknown. Further investigation into the source of the Kelly
House property ground water contamination remains in the planning stage with EPA and
RIDEM. Based upon-available information submitted to EPA concerning the Ashton Mill
Property, this Property does not contain contamination related to the release of hazardous

substances at the Site and the contamination found on the property is limited to the Property
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boundary. Thus, EPA no longer considers the Ashton Mill Property* to be a part of the
Peterson/Puritan Superfund Site. EPA therefore anticipates no need to take any further
Superfund enforcement action at the Property unless new information warranting further
Superfund consideration or conditions not previously known to EPA regarding the Property are
discovered. EPA believes that the planned response actions as outlined in recent State
correspondence?, in compliance with State regulations and cleanup standards, and with State

oversight, are the appropriate protective measures to be taken on the Property.

2.2.3 Enforcement History

After a preliminary investigation in 1982, the EPA identified the Peterson/Puritan, Inc. facility as
the major source of the contamination in the Quinnville Wellfield. The Site was proposed for
listing on the National Priority List (NPL) on December 30, 1982 and was listed on

September 8, 1983. The town of Lincoln filed a lawsuit against Peterson/Puritan, Inc. based on
findings and in 1984, the company reached a settlement with Lincoln to assist with the cost of the
town’s new water supply. The company also installed a recovery well on its property for the
purpose of capturing contaminated groundwater underlying its property. On May 29, 1987,
Peterson/Puritan, Inc. signed an Administrative Order on Consent (AOC) to perform a
comprehensive RI/FS covering the entire Site. In 1991, CPC International (owner of CCL, which
later changed its name to Bestfoods and then was purchased by Unilever during the summer of
2000) signed a First Amendment to the AOC agreeing to pay for certain RI/FS costs at the entire
Superfund Site.

In 1992, EPA administratively divided the Site into two operable units in order to direct its

resources on the primary source of groundwater contamination known today as OU#1. The

! The Ashton Mill Property is further defined as Plat 58, Lots 40, 70 and 71. These parcels are located at
48, 50 and 86 Front Street, Cumberland, Rhode Island and ends at the edge of the Blackstone River.

2 RIDEM issued a Remedial Decision/Approval Letter to Industrial Factory Rentals Corp. on August 19,
2002, documenting the State’s approval of conceptual and actual cleanup actions underway at the Property.
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Record of Decision (ROD) signed in 1993 formalized this delineation. In December of 1995,
five defendants settled with EPA and the state of Rhode Island to pay past costs and conduct the
cleanup of OU#1. In 1998, after completing construction of remediation systems on OU#1, EPA
began focusing on OU#2. Part of this focus included an exhaustive effort to have the
respondents of the AOC voluntarily perform the remainder of the AOC obligations at OU#2.
After extensive negotiations, Bestfoods and CCL Custom Manufacturing, Inc. agreed to conduct
and pay the past and future costs for the RI/FS concerning OU#2. These negotiations resulted in
a Second Amendment to the AOC that was signed on July 13, 2001 and a Section 122(h)
agreement to reimburse EPA for its past response costs that was finalized on September 26,
2001. The enforcement work for the identification of parties responsible for OU#2 continues.
Once the RI/FS is completed, the EPA will enter into negotiations for the cleanup of OU#2.

Table 2-1 provides a chronology of environmental and enforcement histories at the Site.

RIDEM has been very supportive of EPA cleanup activities on the Site. The RIDEM was
involved in the negotiations of the AOC on the RI/FS and the Consent Decree (CD) for the
RD/RA in OU#1, as well as the more recent negotiations for the OU2 AOC for the current RI/FS.

The state has also been providing technical assistance support on all issues regarding the Site.
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Table 2-1. Chronology of Environmental and Enforcement Histories at the Site

1974 |Rail car accident resulting in an estimated 6,000 gallons solvent spilled at former
Peterson/Puritan, Inc. facility (currently CCL Custom Manufacturing, Inc.)

1979 |Volatile organic compounds detected in area wells. Martin St. and Lennox St. wells and
the Quinnville wellfield decommissioned.

1982 [EPA identified Peterson/Puritan, Inc. facility as major source of contamination at
Quinnville Wellfield.

1983 [The Site was placed on the National Priorities List.

1987 JAn AOC to perform a comprehensive RI/FS of the Site was signed by Peterson/Puritan,
Inc.

1991 |First Amendment to the AOC - CPC International agreed to pay certain RI/FS costs
1992 |A removal action was conducted at J.M. Mills Landfill by EPA to remove drums
containing contaminated materials and construct a fence around the landfill.

1993 [The Record of Decision divided the Site into two operable units

1993 |PRPs completed investigation of OU#1 and EPA selected final cleanup remedies

1995 |PRP agreed to pay costs and conduct clean up of OU#1

1997 |Construction of the OU#1 selected remedies was completed. A second removal action
was conducted by EPA at OU#2 to address ashestos-containing wastes.

2001 [Second Amendment to the AOC - Bestfoods and CCL Custom Manufacturing agreed to
pay past & future costs for the RI/FS at OU#2. Continued search by EPA for PRPs.

2001 |An RI/FS began at OU#2
2002 |A limited site investigation was conducted at potential OU#3
Enforcement actions are italicized.

2.2.4 Site Chronology

Table 2-2 presents a chronology of significant events for the Peterson/Puritan Site.
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Table 2-2 - Chronology of Significant Site Events

DATE EVENT

1950's Blackstone River valley first developed as a municipal water supply source for the town
of Cumberland along its east bank (Martin St. Well).

1957 Town of Lincoln installs first of three municipal wells on a parcel in Quinnville next to
the west bank of the Blackstone River (the “Quinnville Wellfield”).

1959 The former Peterson/Puritan plant was constructed as a packager of aerosol consumer
products on Martin Street in Cumberland.

1964 Town of Cumberland installs Lenox Street Well a mile south of Martin Street for
additional water service.

1967 Martin St. Well closed by municipality due to iron and manganese fouling.

1970-1975 Lincoln adds two more wells at the Quinnville Wellfield to service community. The
Wellfield serves 45% of the community’s water.

1974 Peterson/Puritan experiences a spill of approximately 6200 gals. of solvent from a rail car
and tankage incident during a delivery within the plant’s tank farm. The spill is handled
locally and not reported to State or Federal authorities.

1976 The Peterson/Puritan facility experiences a fire and explosion, which required the plant to
undergo new construction and modifications.

1979 During routine statewide sampling, Rhode Island Department of Health discovers
chlorinated volatile organic compounds exceeding drinking water standards and orders
the Quinnville Wellfield and Lenox Street well closed.

1980-1984 A series of initial investigative studies into the source of the contamination is conducted.
Lincoln initiates a search for a new water supply, constructs two new wells in the
Blackstone Valley aquifer, and later connects to the City of Providence water system.
Cumberland offsets its loss of water service though other Town-owned water resources.

12/30/1982 Site proposed on National Priorities List (NPL).

1982-1987 EPA negotiates with Potentially Responsible Party to conduct and finance the Remedial
Investigation/Feasibility Study (RI/FS).

9/8/1983 Final listing onto NPL.

5/16/86 Fund lead Site-wide RI/FS commences along a 2 mile segment of the river between the
Ashton and Pratt dams.

5/29/87 Administrative Order by Consent is signed with EPA, and the Potentially Responsible

Party (PRP) takes over Site-wide RI/FS.
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Table 2-2 Chronology of Significant Site Events (continued)

DATE

EVENT

1990

Due to the expansive study area and the number of identified areas of concern, EPA
administratively divides the Site into Operable Units. Dexter Quarry is removed from the
Site’s listing description and is delegated to the State for appropriate response actions.
Pacific Anchor facility (PAC Remediation Area) is added to the OU1L investigation.

Other portions of the Site, including J. M. Mills Landfill and vicinity to the south, and
Mackland Farm (aka: Kelly House property) to the north are identified for potential
future response actions. OU1 (area encompassed by the industrial park and the
Quinnville Wellfield) is earmarked for continued RI/FS, leading to OU1 Record of
Decision.

1991

First Removal Action taken at J. M. Mills Landfill; landfill is secured with a fence.

9/30/1993

Record of Decision for OU1 signed.

4/22/94-7/25/95

EPA conducts negotiations for Remedial Design/Remedial Action.

December 